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5.1 What do you remember, 1 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants  

• re-activate their memories of the previous unit; 

• activate their knowledge of this unit’s theme;  

• make the link from the English words and phrases that 

they already know, to the English words and phrases that 

they will learn in this unit.  

 

 

Materials 

 

Flashcards Unit 4 

Flashcards Unit 5 

 

Worksheets 5.1 

 

  

Procedure 

 

Ask the participants to tell you what they remember from the 

previous unit. What words and phrases do they remember? Ask 

each participant if s/he remembers his/her ‘special word’. Use the 

Flashcards to help the participants remember. 

 

Ask the participants when their birthday is. Ask them how they 

celebrate their birthday. Do they get presents? Do they have a 

party? Tell them that Mike is going to have his birthday. Ask the 

participants to predict, what Mike will do on his birthday. Ask them 

to predict, what present Jill will give to Mike.  

Ask the participants if they know any English words (or songs!)  

that have to do with birthdays.  

 

 Use the photos on the worksheets 5.1 to jog their memory. 

 

Write the English words and their translations on the flip chart.  

 



 

Unit 5: Happy Birthday!, page 3  

Worksheet 5.1
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Worksheet 5.1
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5.2 Watch the video, 1 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants  

• watch the video and try to recognize words that they know; 

• learn some new words. 

 

 

Materials 

 

Video clips of Unit 5, Mike and Jill 

Equipment to play and project the DVD 

Flip chart 

 

Worksheets 5.2 

 

  

Procedure 

 

Play the video, and ask the participants to listen for the words on 

the flip chart.  

 

After they’ve seen the video, ask the participants what words they 

recognized. Check the words that they heard on the flip chart, and 

add new words to the list.  

Ask the participants, what they think Mike and Jill say in the video. 

 

Play the video clip again.   

 

 

Variations 

 

Show the English text of the video and ask the participants to help 

you write the translation on the flip chart.   
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Mike:

Hi, guess what? 

I’m going to have a party!

It’s for my birthday.

It’s going to be on a Saturday, 

next month.

I’m going to invite all my friends.

We’re going to listen to music,

And we’re going to sing and dance.

Of course, 

there’ll be lots of things to eat, too!

Cake, crisps, hot dogs: 

all my favourite things!

I hope I’ll get lots of presents.

I love presents!

Worksheet 5.2, Mike
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Jill:

Hi! 

Mike’s going to have a party, next month.

I’m going to buy a birthday card for him,

and a present.

I’m going to give him a poster, 

for his apartment.

It’s a photo of our band: “The Fantastics”{ .

Mike’s playing the guitar, 

Peter’s playing the drums,

And I’m in the middle, singing.

I know Mike will like the poster. 

He can put it in his new room.

But don’t tell him,

It’s a secret! 

Worksheet 5.2, Jill
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5.3 Now it’s your turn, 1 

 

 

Objectives 

 

Participants practise saying the social routines:  ‘yes please’, and 

‘no, thank you’. 

 

 

Materials 

 

Worksheet 5.3a 

Worksheet 5.3b – cut into separate pictures 

A box 

Flip chart 

 

Procedure 

 

Ask participants what food they like to eat at a party. They can use 

their dictionaries, or they can say the words in L1, and you 

translate. 

Write all the words on the flip chart. 

 

Cut out the pictures on worksheet 5.3b or use other pictures of 

food and drink.  

   

Pick a card from the box, and call out “I like ….. “ (the food or drink 

that is on the picture”. Take the next picture, and call out ‘I DON’T 

like ….”.  

Divide the class into two groups: group a will call: “I like ….,” group 

b will call : “I don’t like ..”  

Pick out cards from the box, show them to the participants, and 

point to group a (I like ..), or group b (I don’t like …). 

 

Then, take a card from the box, and point to an individual 

participant. Ask the participant whether s/he wants what’s on the 

picture: “Do you want beer?” Help the participant to answer ‘YES 

please!” or “Yes please, I LIKE beer”,  or “NO thank you, I DON’T  

like beer”. If a participant says yes please, give him/her the 

picture. If a participant says ‘no thank you’, ask the next 

participant.  

Continue until there are no more cards in the box.  

 

Variations 

 

*** Help the participants to add ‘very’ and ‘not at all” to their 

sentences: “No I don’t like beer, at all” , “Yes, I like pizza, very 

much!”   

 

Tips 

 

More copyright-free pictures can be found on: 

http://commons.wikimedia.org 
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Worksheet 5.3a

I like it very much

I like it

I don’t like it

I don’t like it at all
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Worksheet 5.3b
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Worksheet 5.3b
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5.4 Listen to the music 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants  

• listen to and sing along with the “Happy Birthday” song. 

  

 

 

Materials 

 

The “Happy Birthday” song 

Equipment to play the song 

 

 

  

Procedure 

 

Play the song and ask the participants to sing along.   

 

 

 

 

Variations 

 

Use other sing-a-long songs: 

 

- “For he’s a jolly good fellow” 

- “Jingle Bells” 

 

 

Tips 

 

Different ‘Happy Birthday’ songs can be purchased legally from 

sites like: http://www.emusic.com, and http://www.iTunes.com. 

 

An ‘easy to sing’ version can be found on the CD-ROM. 
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5.5 Now it’s your turn, 2 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants  

• practise the months of the year; 

• practise saying when their birthday is. 

 

 

Materials 

 

The participants’ dictionaries 

Worksheet 5.5 

Equipment to project 5.5 

Flip chart  

 Flash cards Months,   

  

 

Procedure 

 

Ask each participant in turn, when his/her birthday is. Ask them if 

they know the name of the month, in English. Write the names and 

dates on the flip chart, in English. 

  

Together with the participants, put the names of the months that 

are on the flip chart, in the correct order. Fill in the missing 

months: January, February, etc .  

Use the flash cards with the names of the months, to help the 

participants find the correct names (“Is it this one?”). Or: project 

worksheet 5.5 and fill in the names and dates. 

 

Point to a participant, asking: “When is your birthday?”. Help the 

participants to say the correct month. Those who can’t say the 

month, can point to the correct month on the flip chart.  

 

 

Variations 

 

 *** Help the participants to say the correct day, as well:  

“February 12”. Or: “July 25”.    
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Worksheet 5.5

January July

February August

March September

April October

May November

June December

Birthday Calendar
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5.6 My dictionary 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants  

• practise using their dictionary, and/or a real dictionary to 

find new words. 

 

 

Materials 

 

Worksheet 5.6  

The participants’ dictionaries 

A real bilingual or picture dictionary 

Catalogues, magazines, or an internet connection to on-line stores 

  

 

  

Procedure 

 

Ask the participants to make a list of presents, that Mike can ask 

for his birthday. Participants can make the list individually, in pairs, 

or with the whole group. They can use the catalogues an 

magazines for inspiration, and the dictionaries to help them find 

the right words.  

  

 

 

Variations 

 

Use role play and ask each participant to give Mike a very special, 

imaginary, gift. One of the participants can be Mike. Each 

participant will have to say: Happy birthday, Mike. I have a present 

for you, it is …. . Or: my present  is …. 

 

Mike will then say: “thank you, I like the ….  very much!” or you 

can ask the participants to improvise.  
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Presents for Mike

Worksheet 5.6
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5.7 Now it’s your turn, 3 

 

 

Objectives 

 

Participants practise using ‘I get’, and ‘I give’. 

 

 

Materials 

 

Flashcards of this unit, pictures of the gifts that the participants 

selected for Mike   

A box 

Flip chart 

 

 

Procedure 

 

On the flip chart, write: ‘I get’     ‘I give’. Ask the participants if 

they know what these words mean.  

 

Put the pictures or Flashcards in the box, in random order. Pick a 

card from the box and give it to a participant, saying: “I give you … 

a postcard”. Help the participant to respond with ‘I get .. a 

postcard, thank you!”. Then, the participant can pull a card from 

the box and give it to another participant, saying: “I give you … a 

present”. The participant responds with: “I get a present, thank 

you!’, picks a card from the box, gives it to another participant, 

etc.  

 

Continue until there are no more cards in the box.  

 

Variations 

 

*** Teach the participants to combine the two sentences: I get .. a 

postcard, and now I give you … a present!”   
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5.8 Now it’s your turn, 4 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants  

• practise the days of the week; 

• practise the words ‘today’, ‘tomorrow’, and ‘yesterday’. 

 

 

Materials 

 

The participants’ dictionaries 

Worksheet 5.8 

Equipment to project worksheet 5.8 

Flip chart  

Flash cards Days 

 

  

Procedure 

 

Ask the participants if they know what day it is. Can they point to 

the correct day, on the calendar (worksheet 5.7)? Practice the 

pronunciation of the words.  

 

Say a day of the week and ask the participants to point to the 

correct word on the calendar. 

 

Write the words: ‘today’, ‘tomorrow’, and ‘yesterday’ on the flip 

chart, or use the flash cards to show these words to the 

participants. Ask them if they know what these words mean. 

Practice the pronunciation of the words.  

 

Say: “Today is Wednesday”, pointing to a participant. The 

participant has to tell you whether this is correct, or not (‘yes’, or 

‘no’, or: thumb up / thumb down). Then, pointing to another 

participant, you say: “Tomorrow is Sunday”… again, the participant 

has to tell you whether this is correct, or not. Do this, using 

‘today’, ‘tomorrow’,  and ‘yesterday’.  

  

  

Variations 

 

Ask each participant to pull a card from the Days Flashcards, and 

to say the word. Then, you call out the days of the week in random 

order. The participants listen for ‘their’ word; when they hear ‘their’ 

word, they raise their flash card. Increase the speed to make the 

game more challenging.  
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Worksheet 5.8

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Calendar:
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5.9 Watch the video, 2 

 

  

 

Objectives 

 

The participants 

• Learn to understand and say social routines such as 

‘goodbye’, ‘hello’, and ‘thank you’; 

• try to understand personal introductions and questions 

that use words from unit 1-5. 

  

 

Materials 

 

Video clips unit 5: 1-5 (*), and/or 6-10 (***) 

Equipment to play and project the DVD 

Worksheet 5.9a, b 

 

Optional: video camera 

 

 

 

  

Procedure 

 

In the video clips 1-5, the speakers ask the participant what the 

national expression is for, e.g. ‘Happy Birthday’. The participant 

can answer in L1. In the video clips 6-10, speakers introduce 

themselves, using words and phrases from previous units. 

Participants can respond in English, or in L1 (see the scripts on 

worksheet 5.9a and b). 

  

Play the video, and ask the participants to respond to the questions 

on the video. 

  

 

 

Variations 

 

Give the participants a copy of worksheet 5.9a or b. Play the video 

clips in random order. After each clip, ask the participants to say 

the number of the text that they heard.  
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Worksheet 5.9a

1. Hi.
In England, when it’s your birthday, 
we say: Happy birthday! 
What do you say, in your country?

2. Hi.
In England, when it’s Christmas, 
we say: Merry Christmas!
What do you say, in your country?

3. In England, when it’s New Year, 
we say: Happy New Year!
What do you say, in your country?

4. In England, when we get a present, 
we say: Thank you!
What do you say, in your country?

5. In England, 
when we make a mistake, 
we say: I’m sorry!
What do you say in your country?
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Worksheet 5.9b

6. Hi, my name’s Arti.
I’m 32 years old. 
I was born in Africa.
But now I live in England.
What’s your name, 
and where do you live?

7. Hi, my name’s Peter. 
I’m 47 years old.
And I live in England
My favourite hobby is music.
I play the guitar and the drums.
What’s your favourite hobby?

8. Hi, I’m Julia.
I live in Colchester.
I love football.
My favourite team is Manchester United.
I go to all their games.
What’s your favourite team?

9. Hi, my name’s Mike.
I love parties.
At parties, I like to listen to music.
Sometimes I sing,
sometimes I dance.
What do you like doing, at parties?

10. Hi, my name’s Maurice.
I like singing Karaoke.
(sings)
Do you like singing Karaoke? 
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5.10 Role play  

 

  

 

Objectives 

 

The participants 

• practise speaking English for communicative purposes; 

• practise social routines they can use at birthdays and 

holidays. 

  

 

Materials 

 

Worksheet 5.10  

 

Optional: video camera 

 

 

  

Procedure 

 

The participants work in pairs. One participant is the reporter, the 

other participant is a VIP (Very Important Person): a movie star, a 

famous sports figure, musician.  

 

The reporter interviews the VIP, for television. First, participants 

can practise, then they perform in front of the group.   

 

 

 

Variations 

 

Record the participants on video and watch and discuss the 

interviews with the participants.  
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Worksheet 5.10

My interview with ………………..

Hello, what is your name?

Do you speak English?

When is your birthday?

Who is your best friend? 

What do you do, in your free time? 

What is your favorite food?

Do you like dancing? 
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5.11 Read & write 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants 

• practise reading and writing English.   

  

 

Materials 

 

Worksheets 5.11 a-g 

 

 

  

Procedure 

 

Select the worksheet(s) that are appropriate for your participants, 

and make copies for all participants. 

 

Explain what the participants have to do and ask the participants to 

complete the worksheet(s) either in class, or as homework. When 

all participants have completed the worksheets, discuss the 

answers with them.   

 

Worksheet 5.11b: the participants can cut the words, and use the 

words they like, to make their own sentences. (NB: They don’t 

have to use all the words, there is no set of ‘correct’ sentences). 

 

 

 

 

Variations 

 

 The participants complete the worksheets at home, as homework. 

You discuss them during the next session.     

 

 *In a mixed abilities group, participants who cannot read and 

write can play a game of Memory or Mix & Match, while others 

work on the worksheets (for detailed instructions, see Read & write 

previous unit). 
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Worksheet 5.11a
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Worksheet 5.11b  Write your own sentences
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I like

Worksheet 5.11c Cut and paste your own sentences!  

I don’t like

and

tomorrow

birthday

present

I get

I give

Mike

Jill

postcard

Saturday

a party

my cat

my dog

I want

pizza

beer

football

television

dance

swim

sing

friend
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Good evening!

I’m sorry!

Happy birthday!

Thank you!

Goodbye!

Merry
Christmas!

Good morning!

………………

………………

When it’s Christmas, 
you say: 

When it’s someone’s
birthday, you say:

When it’s New Year, 
you say:

When you get a 
present, you say:

When you make a 
mistake, you say:

In the morning, you 
say:

In the evening, you 
say:

When you go away, 
you say: 

………………

Worksheet 5.11d  When do you say ….. ?
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December

Worksheet 5.11e  Write the months in the correct order. 

March

June

August

January

April

October

September

February

July

November

May
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..............................

..............................

..............................

..............................

..............................

..............................

..............................

Wednesday

Saturday

Monday

Sunday

Friday

Thursday

Tuesday

Worksheet 5.11f   Write the days in the correct order. 
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Worksheet 5.11g

Write a birthday card, a letter or an email to Mike

Dear Mike,
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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5.12 Play a game 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants  

• rehearse the words that they‘ve learned in this unit; 

• relax and enjoy themselves. 

 

 

Materials 

 

Flashcards for this unit  

 

*** Flashcards from all units  

 

 

  

Procedure 

 

Kim’s game: stick 3 Flashcards on the flip chart (or 4, 5 pictures; 

picture side up, or word side up). Tell the participants to close their 

eyes, and remove 1 Flashcard from the flip chart. Ask the 

participants to open their eyes and to tell you which card is 

missing. They have to tell you this, in English! 

 

You can make this into a competition, with two teams competing 

against each other.  

 

 

 

Variations 

 

You can make this into a competition, with two teams competing 

against each other.  

 

*** Use Flashcards from all units. 

 

  

Ask one of the participants to be the games-master  
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5.13 What do you remember, 2  

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

The participants  

• rehearse and consolidate what they’ve learned in this unit; 

• learn to answer questions.  

 

 

 

Materials 

 

Worksheet 5.13 – cut into strips 

A box 

Video clips Unit 5, Jill and Mike 

Flashcards of this unit 

 

  

Procedure 

 

Divide the group into two teams who compete against each other. 

 

Put all the questions in the box. Take out one question, and read it 

out loud. Ask team 1 if they can answer the question. If they can 

answer the question in English, they get 2 points. If they can 

answer the question in L1, they get 1 point. If they don’t know the 

answer, the other team can try, and gets the next question.  

 

Etc.  

After the game  (or if you prefer: before you start the game, play 

the video clips of Unit 5 again. 

  

 

Ask the participants if they remember their special words / phrases 

from the previous lessons. Ask them, to pick a word from this 

lesson, to remember for next time. Ask them to write the word in 

their dictionary, or write it for them. 
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Worksheet 5.13

Is Peter having a party?

Why is Mike having a party?

Is Jill going to go to the party?

What are they going to do, at the party?

What is Jill going to give to Mike? 

What are they going to eat, at the party?

What do people say in England, when it’s
your birthday?  
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party

English without Frontiers, Unit 5
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